
Monday, February 26, 2007 
  
Mr. Tom Cox 
Executive Director 
RapidIO Trade Association 
Suite 325 
3925 W. Braker Lane 
Austin, TX 78759 
 
Dear Mr. Cox, 
  
Mercury and Freescale jointly own four patents which Mercury believes 
are necessary to the implementation of all revisions of the RapidIO 
Specification. We list these patents below. 
 
 U.S. Patent 7,031,258 Digital Data System with Link Level Message 
Flow Control 
 
 U.S. Patent 7,106,742 Method and System for Link Fabric Error 
Detection and Message Flow Control 
 
 U.S. Patent 6,678,773 Bus protocol independent method and 
structure for managing transaction priority, ordering and deadlocks in 
a multi-processing system 
 
 U.S. Patent 6,862,283 Method and apparatus for maintaining packet 
ordering with error recovery among multiple outstanding packets between 
two devices 
 
Mercury makes no claim that these are the only patents necessary to the 
implementation of RapidIO specification. 
 
The RapidIO Membership Agreement states that Mercury must license these 
patents to RapidIO members "under reasonable terms and conditions that 
are demonstrably free of any unfair discrimination." 
 
Mercury's current policy is to license this collection of patents for a 
one-time fee of $10,000 US. The fee exists to help offset the legal 
costs associated with the licensing paperwork. There is no runtime fee 
associated with these licenses. However, there are several 
restrictions: 
 
 1. The license covers use only as part of an implementation of 
RapidIO specifications. 
 
 2. The license is only available to RapidIO regular, sponsor, or 
steering-level members who keep their membership active. 
 
 3. The license is subject to immediate termination if the 
licensee elects to sue Mercury claiming any IP or patent infringement 
on our part. This also applies if the licensee sues any of Mercury's 
customers as a result of products that came from Mercury. 
 
Anyone interested in obtaining a license should contact: 
 
 General Counsel 
 Mercury Computer Systems, Inc. 



 199 Riverneck Road 
 Chelmsford, MA 01824-2820 
 United States 
 Main telephone +1 978 256 1300 
 Web site www.mc.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Craig Lund 
Chief Technology Officer 
 


